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In Our Other America

by

Raymond Pace Alexander

It is a pleasure to return once more to the great State of Georgia,

this time to its oldest city, Savannah, and incidentally to one of the

busiest and most successful seaports in our nation. You will not

be surprised that I mention this fact when I tell you that, as Chair-

man of the City of Philadelphia's Committee of Commerce and Port

Development during my eight years in the City Council of Phila-

delphia, I made for our city a careful study of the Atlantic seaports

from Boston to New Orleans to see how we could improve not only

the facilities of the Philadelphia Port on our Delaware River but how
we could encourage more ocean going vessels to land their cargoes

in our city and thus substantially increase cargo tonnage in our port.

I must say, to your credit, we had more trouble and tougher com-
petition with the Port of Savannah than any other seaport on the

Atlantic Coast. You battled us every inch of the way. You fought

hard for every ship and every ton of cargo—so hard, I really don't

know who won. My hat is off to you and to your city administration.

I understand you are still increasing your tonnage.

I want to express my deep appreciation to your esteemed and
distinguished President, my longtime and warm friend. Dr. Howard
Jordan, Jr., the sixth president of this great college for his generous
invitation to have me appear before this interesting audience of bril-

liant ladies and gentlemen of the faculty representing the professors,

associate and assistant professors, who are no doubt just as happy
to see you on your way—as you are to "be on the way," and to

deliver the Commencement Address today. This year, 1965, inci-

dentally, I gathered from your history is the 75th anniversary of your
founding. It was in November of 1890 that the General Assembly
of this state established this institution; and it is interesting to note,

it was and still is, "a part of the University System of Georgia." I

shall have something to say about this later in my address.

It becomes difficult for one as I, a Negro, who has been invited

to deliver the commencement address at one of the great Negro
colleges of America, the Savannah State College, a division of the

University System of Georgia, in a great Southern State, Georgia, not

to speak of the struggle of the Negro known and reported throughout
the world for full social, economic and political freedom. Indeed, if I,

a very active practicing lawyer in my youth and for thirty-two years

before my appointment to the Court of Common Pleas in Philadel-

phia, as I was, an early leader in the fight for civil rights, did not
refer to this movement, you, I am certain, would leave this auditorium
in utter bewilderment.

The intense concern over race in America which is known to all

of us here and which we read about constantly and the current social
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revolution throughout America forcibly points up the fact that, for

the Negro population of our county there is another America quite

totally apart from that known to the average white American. That
is our America.

Michael Harrington in his excellent socio-economic study of

poverty in the United States, the title to which is "The Other
America," wrote forcefully of the desperation, the bewilderment and
the alienation of the tens of millions of impoverished Americans. He
estimated the number to be over 40,000,000 Americans who live

within sight of the now famous "affluent society" but who have no
hope of achieving it or its benefits.

He said, "... tens of milUons Americans are, at this very moment
maimed in body and spirit, existing at levels beneath those necessary

for human decency . . . they are hungry . . . they are without ade-

quate housing and education and medical care . .
." Harrington

was referring to ".
. . mostly white . . . unskilled workers, the

migrant laborers, the aged, the minorities, the underprivileged living

within this affluent society." He said, "their housing, their education

and their medical care are skimped and inadequate." To this list I

would add the displaced workers, the miners of Appalachia, the dust

bowl and marginal farmers and farm workers displaced by machines
and the industrial rejects.

If this is true to the extent reported—and carefully gathered sta-

tistics support these remarks—then it is clear that poverty is not a

Negro phenomenon. You will ask, I am certain, how much more
true then do these words apply to the Negro population of America?

The latest available figures estimate the total population of America
to be in excess of 190,000,000 people. The Negro population is

slightly less than 20,000,000. How many of this vast Negro popula-

tion can be called "impoverished Americans" living in the center

of "an affluent society?"

Much more important, however, to a graduating class of 200
young Negro men and women, truly the flower of our race, upon
whom with the thousands of other Negroes similarly situated, gradu-

ating from colleges, universities and professional schools all over

America, the future not only of the Negro but of America itself de-

pends, you want to know what are the common denominators of

the "impoverished Negro" and what must be done to wipe out this

disease. You will ask, "How long, how long O'Lord will there be
"two America's?"

Confining my remarks to the Negro as a whole and the problems
that confront him as a minority race within a larger majority, the

Negro appears as a small undeveloped nation within a large highly

developed nation. This, I suggest is a completely accurate statement,

but must not be taken out of context. It must be viewed in the proper

perspective. For example there are, as we well know, many many
millions of well educated, very successful, well established Negro
men and women in all the professions and in scores of businesses

who are recognized throughout America as successful by any stand-
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ards and who are financially independent. But, in further analysis

of the roots of the problem that underscore the Negro unrest and
the current revolution, the social psychologists must conclude that

the many millions of Negroes supporting the revolution led by Dr.

Martin Luther King, the NAACP, Urban League, CORE, SNCC
and scores of smaller groups have one thing in common

—

poverty.

Poverty to the Negro embraces much more and is more complex
than the poverty faced by the white man. The Negro family is unique.

The Negro is the only American that the culture for a hundred years

has deliberately, by law and custom made a second class citizen, made
weak and without hope. The Negro masses have faced a history

of the germs that breed poverty for generations, viz: alienation and
complete isolation from the culture of the affluent society, indeed

a total rejection that results in a spiritual emptiness which tends to

destroy all sense of racial purpose, lack of genuine respect resulting

in anguish, fear and finally being totally ignored by most conventional

social agencies, resulting in resentment, hostility and apathy. You
will note and wonder that I have not included in this breakdown of

the underlying causes of poverty among the Negro masses throughout

America—in the North, East, West—as well as, and more import-

antly in the South the denial to the Negro the same opportunities of

quality education, integrated from pre-school, through kindergarten,

grammar, high school and college, throughout America, as that given

to white children. If the denial of equal non-discriminatory education

were our only complaint, and, on the contrary, if we were given

equal opportunity for employment in the same jobs and on the same
basis as white workers, if we were faced with no discrimination in

other areas of our hfe, the Negro would not be twelve per cent

of the nation's unemployed while the total unemployed is at a

4.7% level; nor would the incident of Negro crime, proportionally,

be approximately three times that of white persons charged with
crime; nor would available statistics for welfare or relief payments
to Negro families be so out of proportion to the payment to white

families on relief. I cannot leave this subject without emphasizing
the fact that the Negro poor (as described above) and their low
income families produce the millions of children who traditionally,

by law in the South, and de facto neighborhood segregation in the

North, go to most inferior schools, who are exposed to most inferior

quality education, whose families have, for the most part, a low
opinion of the value of education and who encourage the earliest

possible "legal" dropping out of school.

The picture that I am endeavoring to draw to the attention of the

1965 graduating class of this great Negro college in Georgia, to

their parents, to the distinguished president and faculty, to the col-

lege community of Savannah and to America is that to the white
man poverty usually results from the loss of or the inability to get a
job to earn enough money to provide for him and his family or from
illness and old age. To the Negro his poverty is far worse. It is far

more complex, and a job alone cannot cure it. His poverty is far

more deadly. Perhaps the most damaging feature of poverty as it

affects the Negro masses is that millions of children of those now
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in poverty begin life in a situation of inherited poverty and, because

of many conditions very obvious to persons of average intelligence,

these children as they grow up find it more and more difficult to

break into the more affluent society.

With this, what I hope to have you believe, clearer understanding

of the difference between poverty as it is commonly understood and

the more complex nature of poverty as it affects and stigmatizes the

Negro, one can quickly justify all movements by Negroes of a non-

violent nature to free themselves of this condition and the crippling

and deadly destructive germs which feed its roots. You will no doubt

realize by now that perhaps many more millions of Negroes, per-

centage wise, than whites may be classed as "impoverished Ameri-
cans." In this you are quite correct, I regret to say. Authorities

differ on this subject, which is understandable. (As a judge of the

highest trial court in Pennsylvania, experts in many scientific fields

appear before me in the trial of cases, civil and criminal. I am never

surprised to find some of America's most renowned doctors, specialists

in various fields of science, engineering, etc. who expound, in the

most detailed and scientific manner—completely opposing views to

sustain their opinion of a certain disputed scientific happening of a

specific event.) I have examined records from the United States

Department of Commerce, the statisticians of the AFL-CIO as well

as those made by Michael Harrington and Robert Lampman and I

note they all differ widely. Harrington says there are 40,000,000
American poor. Lampman says there are 32,000,000 and of these

he estimates 6,400,000 are Negroes or 20% of the total. Harrington
thinks the non-white poor in his 40,000,000 figure is 8,000,000.
Each one reaches the same conclusion that the "Negro poor" under
their limited definition of "poor" is 20% of the total or two times

the Negro percentage (10 plus— per cent) of the total population.

In my analysis of the "impoverished Negro" described above, I esti-

mate that the number of impoverished Negroes, heads of families

and their children at the current growing birth rate, faced with all

of the built in denials, rejections and inherited hardships, rises to a

figure close to nine million Negroes in OUR OTHER AMERICA.

Nothing less than a Marshall Plan for the Negroes of America,
federally administered and controlled, operating under a new federal

bureau, a specifically created section of the Health, Education and
Welfare Department, completely free of local and state political inter-

ference, can properly do the job.

A great President, Lyndon B. Johnson, said in a speech to the

Joint Session of Congress on March 15th this year, a speech that will

live and be revered long in history, that "The time for waiting is

gone . . . The time for justice has come ..."

This was the speech in which the President and Congress declared

total war against those who have for so long violated the rights and
thwarted the dreams of American Negroes.

This was the speech made after the crimes of Selma—the murder
of Jimmie Lee Jackson, the cruel killing of the Reverend James Reeb
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and the cold blooded "hooded raiders" KKK killing of a defenseless

Detroit housewife, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo.

I address this challenge to the State of Georgia as a vitally im-
portant step in the era of an unfolding moral process in which all

of us are involved.

The recently enacted Anti-Poverty Program cannot do the job
needed to reach the hardcore victims of a life time of unceasing
poverty of the crudest sort that they, the present young people of

today, their parents and grandparents have suffered ever since their

ancestors were freed from the shackles of slavery. As exemplary and
necessary as the anti-poverty program is, the haste with which it was
conceived, the interplay of political forces at the local and state

level, the bureaucratic inertia surrounding its beginning and the ad-

mitted lack of exact planning and skilled personnel, do not augur
well for its success in meeting its objectives. This is certainly true

as far as the nine million impoverished Negroes are concerned.

Project Head-Start, limited as it is in its scope of operations and
well defined as to purpose, offering education at the pre-school age

level to some 150,000 children from disadvantaged homes and neigh-

borhoods, in an eight week summer program, is far and away a more
workable plan to reach deprived children than the anti-poverty pro-

gram in its endeavor to reach the staggering number of America's
poor.

American Negroes deserve this special and preferential treatment.

It is a debt long overdue and too long postponed. The overwhelming
majority of Negroes are descendants of people who for centuries

labored from sun-up to sun-down, year in and year out without any
pay, with no holidays or vacation time—only food and the barest

of clothing and living quarters. Untold thousands suffered unspeak-

able cruelties, hardship and death while their master's famiUes and
children lived on the rich products of the soil on luxuries and in

leisure and obtained the best education in the arts, sciences and
professions that America and Europe could afford. For a hundred
years since freedom from slavery the laws of the South required

complete separation of the races in every facility for the educational

and social advancement of the Negro. He was totally rejected by the

white South and was soon caught up in a cycle of poverty from
which he and his descendants were never able to extricate themselves.

The overwhelming majority of Negroes were trapped in an array of

inferior schools with inferior teaching and facilities which their de-

scendants, today's children, have inherited. Those who fled the

South to the overcrowded metropolii of the North have carried these

entrapments with them, thus creating new and even greater problems
in the industrial areas to which they were totally unprepared and
strangers to its way of life. For this they were not at all responsible.

The responsibility was that of the states from which they came and
as well the states of the North which knew of these conditions for

years but preferred to remain silent as if they did not exist. As a

result we have the teeming, depressed slums of culturally and socially

deprived Negroes forming ghettos in the once thriving metropolitan

cities of the North. In my city alone, Philadelphia, our Negro popu-
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lation is 560,000; in New York it is 1,110,000; in Chicago it is

810,000 and growing in each city. These three cities have the largest

Negro metropohtan population in America.

Today milhons of able bodied, willing and devoted Negro men
and women are now trapped by the fantastic technological machines
of automation as industrial rejects, unfits, non-educable masses of

heretofore highly regarded, well-muscled, happy and cooperative man-
power in the days of full utilization of hand labor.

What becomes of the "American Dream" to these people? An
empty . . . worse . . a dangerous illusion.

General George Marshall of World War II fame, then Secretary

of Defense in the Cabinet of President Truman, on delivering a

commencement address at Harvard at the conclusion of the War that

devastated most of Central Europe, vast parts of Russia and Italy, as

well as inflicting colossal damage on France and England made the

much applauded address, acclaimed throughout the world, that

launched the famous Marshall Plan to aid our allies of World War II.

As we all know this was the plan that gave outright gifts of billions

of American dollars and goods to our former most bitter and death-

dealing enemies as well as our allies. These gifts of billions enabled

all of the combatants, allies and enemy alike to maintain their free

democratic government (except Russia which, however, did retain

her form of government) to rebuild their economy to a point higher

than they ever held before in peace time and restore those countries

to a place equal to America in the councils of the free nations of the

world. This is the way we in America have traditionally treated

victor and vanquished alike. For this unprecedented charity we are

rewarded by scores of our embassies being broken into, windows
smashed, paint and garbage strewn about and against our walls.

Their favorite song is not one to "bless America" or say "thank you
America," but "Yankee go home." Those countries that do not go

to that extrame, France for example, have turned a cold shoulder

to us in our proffer of friendly communication and cooperation and
refuse even to participate in international discussions in our effort

to resolve present international unrest in the Caribbean, in South

America and in Asia.

The Negro—three and one half millions of them—was caught

between the two warring factions in the Civil War, the bloodiest war
of all times prior to that conflict; 225,000 Negroes served in the

army and navy of the North while milhons were protecting the homes
and families of their masters and thousands served the armies of the

South as laborers. Upon emancipation he was set free. He had noth-

ing: no home, no money, no property, not even a horse or a mule
to help him on his way. In fact, he had no where to go. He gained

freedom, but in a land where the benefits of freedom were and have

been effectively denied him for more than one hundred years. He
became in all respects an "orphan" a victim of the War. He is the

only victim of a war in which America was involved for whom no
help, no aid program was ever organized to relieve his suffering.

I speak these words in the State of Georgia, a state which is rapidly

rising to become soon the most forward looking and advanced state
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in the traditional "solid South" in regard to the right of the Negro
to participate in politics and government and to be elected to the

highest offices of your state government. There are two Negro
Senators as well as members of the lower house with the excellent

prospect of this number rising to seven in the fall elections. You
have voluntarily opened the doors of many of your institutions of

higher learning to Negro students, and you are making valiant ef-

forts to integrate your public schools in keeping with the Supreme
Court's decision of 1954. For too long the South has ignored its

most valuable natural resource—the Negro in our midst—and as-

signed him to the forgotten wastelands. You have lost the finest

products of your land, your trusted and devoted Negro manpower
and women workers, whose children, had they been provided with
equal opportunities for high quality education and the gaining of

technical and scientific skills would have provided you with the tech-

nical, electronic and technological skills so sorely needed today in

the South. Many thousands of your skilled and successful Negroes
born on the soil of Georgia and the South flee the Southern states

and, because of conditions, go to the North and West and furnish

their skiUs to competing Northern industries. Many more thousands
of young Negroes, as you well know, who were sent North on scholar-

ships to Northern colleges from the Southern states because of the

refusal of your schools to accept them, paid for by your taxpayers,

went North, finished college, never to return to the South. These
happenings, as you know have reached alarming proportions in all of

the Southern states and have been the subject of many secret inquiries.

The State of Georgia should be the first state to support the call

for a federally operated Marshall Plan for Negroes. You have an
outstandingly liberal Mayor of the City of Atlanta, Mayor Ivan Allen,

Jr. You have one of the nation's greatest newspapers The Atlanta

Constitution, whose publisher, editor and columnists are known and
respected throughout America for their liberal racial philosophy. I

refer to Mr. Ralph J. McGill and Mr. Eugene Patterson. You have
in this state some of the most respected colleges and universities in

America. You have great lawyers and highly respected courts in this

state. I make this statement as a member of a great Pennsylvania

judiciary and I cannot say this without feeling deep down in my heart

that your great bar should of its own accord and on its own motion,
for the honor of the name of the great and old American state, assist

as an amicus curiae, the United States Department of Justice in its

effort to bring to justice the perpetrators of that cruel cold blooded
killing at night on the Georgia highway near Athens, last July 1964,
of that brilliant Negro educator. Army Reserve Officer, Lt. Col.

Lemuel A. Penn, by the hooded Klansmen who have for too long

brought shame, disgrace and calumny on the name of the State of

Georgia.

What is there to deter the State of Georgia from petitioning one
of the greatest and most successful presidents of the United States

ever elected to this high office, President Lyndon B. Johnson, to ask

Congress to empower the proper committee to study ways and means
to enact into law a bill to create a "Marshall Plan" designed specifi-
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cally to right the wrongs, too long ignored, to America's impoverished

Negroes, numbering nearly nine million. A few of the billions of

dollars given annually to foreign counties which, as I have indicated,

have little or no love or regard for America, but on the contrary

hatred and envy, could be diverted to remove our native Negro
Americans from the wastelands of poverty and from the total aliena-

tion from society. This money would restore hope for a future so

that the Negro would see the American dream as a reality rather than

a cruel illusion.

The South has had a moral obligation to do this for a long number
of years. The present condition of the Negro throughout America
makes it a federal obligation. A test of your sincerity must be your
feeling of conscience on this subject. There is no obligation of

conscience higher than your duty to the unquestioned humanity of

this appeal. The billions of dollars spent for this program will be

a magnificent investment in the development of millions of new lives,

of new people, with renewed hope in the authority of morality and
humanity in the affairs of government. The wages earned by these

people, their purchasing power, their payment of taxes to our govern-

ment will far exceed the expense of this program.

You will create millions of new taxpayers from your present rolls

of tax-eaters.

The failures of history should be faced courageously, and now,
while the protest of your fellow man is still in progress. By so doing

you would effectively rebuke the furtive legions of masked men
who despoil the name of a great state by their unspeakable acts of

inhumanity.

I dream a world where man
No other man will scorn,

Where love will bless the earth

And peace its paths adorn.

I dream a world where all

Will know sweet freedom's way
Where greed no longer saps the soul

Nor avarice blights our day.

A world I dream where black or white,

Whatever race you be.

Will share the bounties of the earth

And every man is free.

Where wretchedness will hang its head.

And joy, like a pearl.

Attends the needs of all mankind.
Of such I dream

—

Our world!'

-Commencement Address
Savannah State College

June 6, 1965 by
Raymond Pace Alexander
Judge, Common Pleas Court
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

^"I Dream A World," Martel's aria from Troubled Island.
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