
Faculty Research Edition
of

The Savannah State College Bulletin

Published by

THE SAVANNAH STATE COLLEGE
Volume 15, No. 2 Savannah, Georgia December, 1961

William K. Payne, President

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Blanton E. Black W. H. M. Bowens

Alflorence Cheatham J. Randolph Fisher

^ Joan L. Gordon E. J. Josey

C Calvin L. Kiah Maurice S. Stokes

g Paul L. Taylor

John L. Wilson, Chairman
O
y Articles are presented on the authority of their writers, and neither

the Editorial Committee nor Savannah State College assumes responsi-

<£ bility for the views expressed by contributors.

in
Q
z
m

<

Contributors

Sylvia E. Bowen, Assistant Professor of Mathematics

Madeline H. Dixon, Catalogue Librarian and Assistant Professor

J. Randolph Fisher, Associate Professor of English

Dorothy C. Hamilton, Assistant Professor of Education

E. J. Josey, Librarian and Associate Professor

Walter A. Mercer, Associate Professor of Education

Louise Lautier Owens, Assistant Professor of English

Evanel R. Terrell, Associate Professor of Home Economics

Luetta B. Colvin Upshur, Assistant Professor of English

I-
<
Z
iii

X
I-

>- Velma V. Watters, Assistant Professor of Education
CO

Forrest Oran Wiggins, Professor of Philosophy

Z
D
O

The Savannah State College Bulletin is published in October, December,
February, March, April, and May by Savannah State College. Entered as second-
class matter, December 16, 1947, at the Post Office at Savannah, Georgia under
the Act of August 24, 1912.

50044



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

College Libraries Are for Professors Too 5

E. J. Josey

Responsibility of the Scholar 10

Forrest Oran Wiggins

John Dewey on the Elementary School Child 14

Walter A. Mercer

Trends in American Literature 17

J. Randolph Fisher

Two Poems: "Vortex" and "This Player Othello" 19

Luetta Colvin Upshur

The Use of Accession Records in College and University Libraries 21

Madeline H. Dixon

Emerging—The Core Curriculum—Implications

for Teacher Education 24

Dorothy C. Hamilton

Concatenation (A "C" Concentrate) 35

Sylvia E. Bowen

Improving Teacher Education Through Selective Recruitment and

Admission: A Review of Research Findings 42

Velma W. Watters

Changes in Social Welfare of Caribbean Families 54

Evanel R. Terrell

Toward Better Spelling 66

Louise Lautier Owens



John Dewey on the Elementary

School Child

by

Walter A. Mercer

What the best and wisest parent wants for his

own child, that must the community want for all its

children. Any other ideal for our schools is narrow

and unlovely; acted upon it destroys our democracy.

—John Dewey

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the topic "John Dewey on

the Elementary School Child." Within the limitations of the resources

used and the humble writer's interpretation of those resources, attention

will be given to the following aspects of the topic, namely: (1) the

nature of education, (2) the nature and function of the school as it

relates to the elementary school child, (3) the nature of the elementary

school child, (4) the subject matter of education as it relates to the

elementary school child, and (5) the nature and function of method
as it relates to the elementary school child.

The Nature of Education

Education is a social process. Through the participation of the

individual in the social consciousness of the race, education proceeds.

Almost at birth this process begins unconsciously and is continually

molding the individual's powers, filling his consciousness, shaping his

habits, "training his ideas," and awakening his feelings and emotions.

Education is the result of the stimulation of the child's powers by the

demands of the situation in which he finds himself. For Dewey, the

individual who is to be educated is a social individual and society

is an organic union of individuals. Psychological insight into the

child's habits, capacities and interests should be the starting point of

education. These habits, interests and powers must be continually

interpreted and translated into terms of their social equivalents.

The Nature and Function of the School

The school is basically a social institution which should represent

present life. It should simplify existing social life. As such, school life

should emerge gradually out of the home life and should take up and
continue the activities with which the child has had previous experience
in the home. Through the life of the community the child should be
stimulated and controlled in his work. The function of the teacher is

to select the influences which should affect the child and to assist him
in appropriately responding to these influences.
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The Nature of the Elementary School Child

According to Dewey, the pupil has biological, psychological, and

sociological aspects. From a biological point of view, the pupil is

ever reaching out to participate in the flow of experience. He is not a

passive receiver waiting for impressions to be made upon him. Psycho-

logically and sociologically, the pupil is an organism who has value

experiences and participates in meanings, an experience uncommon to

animals. Basic to the pragmatic conception of the child is the genesis

of selfhood in the individual pupil. The pupil reaches selfhood in some-

what the following sequence: (1) beginning with the individual's

biological birth in which he grows and develops at the physiological

level, he ( 2 ) acquires language in which he learns to communicate

meaning between individuals and groups, and (3) selfhood emerges

with a core of meaning which relate to this central point of conscious

experience.

The Subject Matter of Education

In all the training or growth of the child, his social life should

form the basis of concentration or correlation. The child can be made
conscious of his social heritage by enabling him to perform those

fundamental types of activities which made civilization what it is.

According to Dewey, in the ideal school curriculum there is no

necessary succession of studies. Since education for Dewey was life,

all life had, from the outset, an aspect of art, an aspect of culture,

a scientific aspect, and an aspect of communication.

The Nature of Method

The central issue with respect to method is the question of the

order of development of the child's powers and interests. For Dewey,

in the development of the child's nature, the active precedes the

passive. Conscious impression comes after expression. Muscular devel-

opment precedes sensory development. Movements come before con-

scious sensations. For Dewey, consciousness is primarily motor or

impulsive. The conscious states tend to project themselves in action.

Concluding Statement

It was the aim of this brief paper to discuss the topic "John Dewey
on the Elementary School Child." Consideration was given to the

following aspects of the topic, namely; (1) the nature of education,

(2) the nature and function of the school as it relates to the elementary

school child, (3) the nature of the elementary school child, (4) the

subject matter of education as it relates to the elementary school child,

and (5) the nature and function of method as it relates to the elemen-

tary school child.
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The natural or native impulses of the young do
not agree with the life-customs of the group into

which they are born. Consequently they have to be

directed or guided. This control is not the same
thing as physical compulsion; it consists in centering

the impulses acting at any one time upon some
specific end and in introducing an order of continu-

ity into the sequence of acts. —John Dewey
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